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Nux cighten months are now elapſed, fince I firſt 


had the mortification of ſeeing a number of anonymous 


mind againſt my conduct. Theſe have been continued 


through that interval, heightened and diverſified as ſpleen 
or intereſt dictated ;—yet though thus aſſailed, I have 


difficulties which have occurred fince my firſt engage= 
ment in this concern, the avocations naturally created 


by a novel undertaking, and the attentions which were 
abſolutely neceiſary to fulfil my duty to the Public, and 


my Patrons, are too obvious to require a comment. 
Theſe will, of themſelves, explain, why I have hitherto 
made no effort to remove the unfavourable ſentiments 
which ſo much induſtry has been employed to impreſs 


on 
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on the x opinion. No perſon could feel, with more 
fenſbility, the artifices which were thus employed againſt 


my reputation; ; and I was conſoled only by the reflection, 


that the prejudice which i is excited by Falſehood, is, in its 


own nature, tranſient; and by my founded convidtion, 
that the malice of my aſſailants would fail of its effect, 


A = 4 


in proportion as the buſineſs came to be explained. 


The ſeaſon of explanation is now arrived, and the 


Public has a right to demand it from me. I ſhall, there- 
fore, proceed to this long-purpoſed Statement,” without 
any farther preface. It is not my intention 10 fame a 2 
regular Anſwer to any particular Publication, or 1 b 
that pomp of phraſe which was neceſſary to "the artfüt 
N Plat aly” 

and fincerely to deſcribe the general ſtate of the Opera, 3 
but adverting more particularly to the tranſactions which | 
have occurred ſince the year 1778; and this Narrative, 
continued to the preſent time, will, of courſe, include 
an account of my firſt connection _ and motives 


painting of ſuppoſed ealamities. I ſhall j 


for erigagingin this concern. 6 


Jnthe courſe of this Narrative I ſhall have ac 6 
plain, will, at the fame time, ſupport the parts of the 6 


* to which OY ere OY relate. 
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* Early i in this century, the celebrated Sir John Ven- 
durgh- erected the Theatre in the Haymarket, upon a 
parcel of ground, which he held by leaſe from the 


Crown. It was then called the Queen 8 Theatre, and 


Here it was that reoular Italian en were introduced 
to an Engliſh auditory. | 
About the year 1737, this Theatre firſt —_ A 


licence for the performance of Operas, in conſequence 


of the paſſing o of the Stage Act, & the previous Seſſion 
of Parliament, Which ſubjected, all Theatrical Enter- 
tainments to the controul of the Lord, Chamberlain 
for the time beings. and under this privilege, and none 
other, has its Entertainments been e on, even to 
the hour of its deſtructio. 

From the year 17 50 to the year 1765, Mr. Crawford 
was the Acting Manager; and I am well informed that 
me clear profits, during that ſpace of time, amounted 


to no leſs a ſum than 23, oool. . Ait ie 


It was in the latter year that the Theatre was « fold for. 


14,0001, to Meſſrs. Gordon, Vincent, and Crawford; 


and, with a view to preſerve this property free and un- 
W theſe eee in the ſecond year after, 
in % 1 1767) 


8 r reg 


p The Duke of Grafton, the then Lord Chamberlain, iſſued the firſt 
Licenee for Italian Operas. 


ꝛůñãœ⁊— —— ——— ——n . — 
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(1767) agreed not to incumber the Theatre with any 
Renters Shares, without the joint concurrence of all 

Yet, ſoon after this, Mr. Crawford and his Partners 
ſold the greater part of their intereſts to the Hon. Mr. 
Hobart, who immediately took the ſole management 
upon himſelf. 

During this Gentleman 8 direction, the fir 5 attempt 
was made to perform Operas in defiance of the authority 
of the Crown : tor, in the year 1770, ſome unpleaſant diſ- 
putes having ariſen between Mr, Hobart and Signor 
Guadagni, (a celebrated Singer) a great ſeceſſion took 


place in the Opera Houſe, and the ſeceders being favoured 


with the protection of many of the Subſcribers, a ſcheme 
was formed to carry on thoſe Entertainments at Mrs. 
Cornelly's Great Rooms, Soho-{quare : and, under the 
idea of evading the power of the Stage Act, no money 


was ſuffered to be taken at the doors; but private ſub- 


ſcriptions were opened, for what was . an Har- 
monic Meeting. 


6 7 2 > — Wn +... £ Od... — , 


* They alſo agreed, that if any one of them ſhould not concur in 
the carrying on Operas, he ſhould receive each Seafon, as a recompence 
for the uſe of his third Share, 416L 138. 4d. exclufive of the . of 
Balls, e or any other ſpecies of Entertainment. 


LEE 22 


"21 
This, however, proved ineffectual. Information was 


| given that Operas were regularly performed ; and, after. 


the third exhibition, Signor Guadagni was brought be- 


fore Sir John Fielding, and, «pon the evidence of Mr. 


Hobart bimſelf, convicted. Thus ended this fruitleſs 


buſineſs. 


After the cloſe of the Seaſon in 1773, Mr. Hobart 
and the other parties (Mr. Crawford only excepted), 
ſold all their intereſts to a Mr, James Brooke. This 
gentleman and his partners, Mr, and Mrs. Yates, af- 
terwards in the year 1777, obtained a renewal of their 


| leaſe from Mr. Vanburgh, (the heir to Sir John) upon 


their expreſs promiſes to repair and beautify the Thea- 
tre; but not adhering to this contract, they publicly 
avowed, before they were many months in the poſſeſ- 


fion of their new grant, their determination to diſpoſe 


of their intereſts. Mr. Le Texier now opened the 


treaty, (as it is ſuppoſed for Mr. Gallini) by offering 
them 20,000 guineas: But Meſſrs. Harris and Sheri- 


B dan 


* When Mr. Brooke was in treaty for a renewed leaſe with Mr. 
Vanburgh, the latter was warned by Mr. Garrick, © to proceed with 
& caution, as in his opinion the Opera Houſe would prove a mine of 
« gold, if conducted with ability.“ | 
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26] 
dan informed of the negdeiation, offered 20001.” more, 


which was accepted, and the bargain concluded upon the 


26th of January, 1778, 
and Sheridan paid down the ſam of 10,0001. upon the 


24th of June following; and engaged to diſcharge the 


remainder in a manner ſatisfactory to the parties. Meſſrs. 
Brooke and Yates, therefore, transferred their intereſt 
in the leaſe to H. Hoare, Efq. to ſecure the payment 
of the remaining 12,0001. and the intereſt, and after- 
wards in truſt for Meſſrs. Harris and Sheridan. 

To the moment of this fale it is neceſſary to obſerve 
the Opera Buſineſs had uniformly been conducted with 
ſtrict juſtice to the Landlord, Performers, and every 
perſon intereſted : notwithſtanding the leaſes had fre- 


quently paſſed from hand to hand; that mortgages had 
occaſionally been made, and what is yet more remark 


able, although the Managers did ſometimes diſagree 
among themſelves, and often with their Performers ; 
yet ſuch was the attention and care obſerved in grant- 
ing the Royal Licence, that in no inſtance was it iſſued 
15 | | wien 
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(7) 
' michout the ſtricteſt regard to unn of * 


Applicants. * 


But to return. Meſſrs. Hanes and Sheridan being 
now in paſleſſion, and having made ſome alterations 


in the Theatre, they, in the beginning of the fol- 


lowing October, ſold 38 Renters ſhares of 201. each, 
which are ſaid to have produced from 7 to Boool. 


Theſe grants being in violation of the agreement in 


1767, Mr. Crawford, on. ſeeing them advertiſed for 


ale, immediately ſignified his nnn, ſuch a 


B 2 charge 
——ü ä — 

* The following is a ſtrong inſtance : In the year 1756, Lady 
Bingley and other admirers of the Opera, being defirous to place that 
entertainment under the directon of Mingotti and Giardini, applied to 
Mr. Crawford for the Houſe. This he declined letting, aſſuring her 
Ladyſhip that be was only acting as an Agent, and adding, that under 
ſuch circumſtances, he could not ſurrender the management to any 
perſon without a perfect aſſurance of their reſponſibility for the pay- 
ment of the rent and Performers. The Duke of Grafton, the 
then Lord Chamberlain, upon Mr. Crawford's ſtating the circum- 
ances to him, approved of his conduct, and defired, © that he might 
„ aſſure Lady Bingley if ever the Opera Houſe ſhould be lett to 
& perſons not of a reſpectable deſcription, he would refuſe his Majef- 
6 ty's licence, and prevent the performance of Qperas.” Lady Bingley 
made perſonal application to the Lord Chamberlain to no purpoſe ; 
nor could ſhe ſucceed until the Duke of Marlborough undertook to be 
ſecurity for the rent, performers, and all incidental expences ; and the 
licence was in conſequence granted to bis Grace tor that ſeaſon, 


FS 1} 


charge upon the property. · This, however, did not cauſe | 


any change in their meaſures ; and theſe gentlemen hav- 


ing taken out a licence in their joint names, opened the 
Theatre about the uſual period. Mr. Harris, towards the 


cloſe of the ſeaſon, agreed to ſell all his right in the con- 
cern to Mr. Sheridan, upon his indemnifying him againſt 


7,3431. 28. 5d. out-ſtanding debts then due upon their 


joint account to tradeſi men and others; theſe were ac- 
cordingly charged by mortgage upon the Theatre, and 
it was this charge which Mr. Harris afterwards ſold to 
Mr. Gallini. Previous, however, to his withdrawing 
himſelf from the concern, he paid one year's intereſt of 
the 12,000]. and deſired the Renters by public adver- 


tiſement, to ſend an account of the arrears due to his So- | 


licitor, for the purpoſe of aſcertaining the ſum neceſſary 
to diſcharge them. 
Thus, at the concluſion of the ſeaſon, which ended 


in 1779, Mr. Sheridan ſtarted ſole poſſeſſor of the 


Opera Houſe in the Hay Market. He immedi- 
ately engaged Mr, Crawford as Deputy Manager, 
at the moderate ſalary of 200l. per year; but though 
this gentleman was nominally the Acting Manager, 


the ſubſcriptions and other monies paſſed through differ- 
| 5 an 


By letter dated 14th October, 1778. 


| | ( 9 ) 
ent hands, and he, as I am informed, never received 
during that ſeaſon, any other ſums than a moiety of his 
| ſalary. | 
In this ſeaſon ſeveral complaints were made by the 
Performers as to the mode and delay of their payment. 
This perhaps firſt ee to Mr. Gallini the idea of 
poſſeſſing himſelf of this property, and for the pur- 
poſe of compaſſing his intentions, he bought up the 
12, oool. mortgage on the 11th of May, 1780, imagin- 
ing that by proceeding to a forecloſure, (which he af- 
terwards attempted) he could compel Mr. Sheridan to 
diſpoſe of the Theatre upon his own terms. At the 
end of this ſeaſon many of the Performers having re- 
fuſed to re-engage, unleſs Mr. Crawford was continued 
and re/tored to the office of Treaſurer, an arrangement 
was made with him, and he in conſequence, advertiſed 
on the 3oth October, 1780, the opening of the Thea- 
tre in the following month; previous to which, he 
publiſhed a liſt of the Performers, &c. For a ſhort 
time he continued to receive ſubſcriptions, and his ac- 
count of the ſeaſon proves that he diſcharged an arrear of 
12001. due to Performers of the preceding year. While 
Mr. Crawford was thus acting, Doctor Ford, it ſeems, 
became ſecurity to Meſſrs. Martin and Stone, Bankers, 
1 | for 


— . 
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1 
for 60001, they had lent to Mr. Sheridan, and which 
was to be paid out of the ſubſcription: a negocia- 
tion to which Mr. Crawford was a ſtranger, until the 


Gth of January following, when he received a note 
from Dr. Ford, . deſiring to know by what authority 
« he received the Opera Subſcriptions, Mr. Johnſon 
& having been appointed and authorized by Mr. Shes 
& ridan to receive them,” demanding a ſpeedy © an- 
c {wer to this enquiry, and concluding with a ſuppoſi- 
tc tion that Mr. Crawford was ſufficiently apprized of 
« the reaſons for ſuch a requeſt.” Therefore he had 
time to conſider what line of conduct he ſhould pur- 
ſue; he received a letter three days following from Mr. 
Sheridan, of an equally ſerious, though different ten- 
deney: and here it was that Mr. T aylor's name was 
firſt introduced in the Opera Concerns. I have there- 
fore, thought neceſſary to give that letter and Mr. 
Crawford's anſwer in their original ſituation. 


— A een - 


« DR. SIR, 


. © Tam very ſorry that I am obliged to leave town at 


© the preſent juncture, but I am ſure that you will do 
every thing in your power to aſſiſt the undertaking. 
« Therefore, 


en 

c Therefore, I beg you will meet and ſecond my friend 
« Mr. Taylor, who is now engaged in the property, 
« and to whom I have determined to COMMIT THE 
„ ENTIRE CONTROUL of the MONEY MATTERS, 


- « I am, dear Sir, yours, &. 
R. B. SHERIDAN, 
MR. CRAWFORD TO MR. SHERIDAN, 
© SIR, x | 

&« You cannot but be ſenſible of the diſagreeable and 
& even dangerous ſituation I am in, reſpecting the ſe- 
ce veral engagements I have entered into with the Sing- 
&« ers, Dancers, &c. in order to facilitate the buſineſs of 
&« opening the Operas, Engagements, which if I had 
« not myſelf undertaken, you are conſcious, the Per- 
ce formers would not have come to England: You 
ce are as truly ſenſible that I am perſonally bound for 
the payment of theſe people, who are come over at my 
“ requeſt—but for your intereſt, My preſent hazard- 
cc 
you, and a certain anſwer what you intend to do in 
future; I mean by that to know if you intend to 


* empower me to receive the ſubſcriptions, &c. by 


« which 


ous ſituation calls for an immediate indemnity from 


— oo O96 >. 
* 


—— 
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3 which means I ſhall not only then be empowered to 


« anſwer every engagement I have myſelf perſonally 
© made for your advantage, but I ſhall be enabled to 
« diſchatge the Performers, &c. with honour to your- 
cc ſelf, and credit to the Public, Without I am thus em- 
powered, unconnected with any other man, (ex- 
te cepting a Banker, which is the manner in which I 
« I have akvays conducted the buſineſs) I muſt beg | 
te leave to decline any farther concern in the manage- 
« ment of the Opera Houſe, and muſt immediately 
« deſiſt from any farther attendance : my own con- 
© cerns are of ſuch a kind, that I muſt attend to them; 
te jt will therefore reſt on the determination of your 
& anſwer to this, as till then, 1 mean to withdraw to- 
« tally from the Opera Houſe. If you ſhall think fit 


cc to give me that power and ſecurity I have a right to 


« expect, I am willing to reſume the management of 
« your concerns in the Hay Market ; if not, you will as 
« ingenuouſly tell me ſo by your anſwer, which will 
« find me at my own houſe, Cold-Bath-fields. 


« I am, with due reſpect, your's, &c. 


Jan. 29, 178% “P. CRAWFORD.” 


Te 


4631 


To this lotter Mr. Crawford received noother un 


but a verbal appointment to meet Mr. Sheridan upon 
the 8th of February following, with Mr. Taylor. 


This Gentleman, now inveſted with the entire controut 


of the monied concerns of the Houſe, immediately ſet 
about the exerciſe of his office. He wrote to Mr. John- 
fon, the new appointed Treaſurer, on the 3d of Febru- 
ary following, . Defiring him to take the receipt of a 
“Rall, which he ſuppoſed to be 460l. and to apply it in 
«© payment of the Performers he mentions, and to de- 
duct the immediate expences from the nightly receipts 


<< of the enſuing week Directing him to make the pay 


ments alluded to the next day, and to have his ac- 
& counts ready by the ſame evening, to meet him and 
« Mr. Sheridan at the Theatre, as an adjuſtment was to 
© be made with Mr. Crawford in order to make a pro- 
% poſal to Mr, Stone on the Monday following that 
© they had Sep ſo to do to Mr, Burton—and it 
9 muſt be done. 


Mr. Johnſon communicated this note to Mr, C w. 


ford, who was not as yet totally removed from the 
money concerns ; and not wiſhing to apply the money 


as directed, without Mr. Crawford's concurrence, gave 


2 S . —— —— ——ů — l! ——U k —— — — — — r 
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{ - 
him an- accountable receipt for the amount. For it 


had, from the earlieſt period, been an invariable rule 


with the Leſſees of the Theatre, to keep the accounts of 


the Opera profit diſtinct from thoſe of balls, ridottos, 


or maſquerades; on account of the ſeparate intereſts 
under the agreement of 1767; and by which Mr, Craw- 


ford was entitled to a ſixth of theſe profits, indepen- 


dent of the ſpecific ſum before mentioned, for the 
uſe of his intereſt. This money, however, it ap- 
pears by a memorandum tr Nur / Crawford's hand- 


or was never returned. The day of meeting 


being arrived, matters were ſettled ſo little to his ſa- 


tisfaction, that he withdrew himſelf from all connec- 


tions with the receipts of the T * and remained 


only as Manager. 
Matters till growing ven Mr. Gallini now 
preſſed hard for his 12,00cl. in hopes of ſucceed- 
ing in his project; but Meſſrs. Sheridan and Taylor, 
early in this ſeaſon, ſtruck out a plan for paying him 


- # « Received the 3d of February, 1781, of Mr. Crawford, the Maſ- 


4 querade Money left with him, which I yours to pay on that account 
out of the next week. 


. . | HEenay 8 


3 


iz 1 


{ 250 | 
2 of . each. 8 Truſtees mee 
for applying and receiving the _— 5 e Bur» 
_ Wallis, Brummell, and Stone. IT . 
The Subſcribers were to have 5 per cent. for their 
money, and the additional douceur of a filver ticket, 
entitling the holder to free admiſſion to all kinds of 
entertainments given at tlie Theatre; and though 
the money was to have been paid by inſtalments, yet 
- 9,0001. of the 12, ooo / was in aſhort time produced from 
this ſcheme, and paid to Mr. Gallini in part; and to- 
wards the diſcharge of the remainder, 1,37 51. was actu- 
ally ſubſcribed, but the reſidue bias never ſince been paid. 
This ſum, however reluctantly it was received by 
Mr. Gallini, put off the impending danger from that 
quarter for the moment. But the domeſtic concerns 
were by no means in a better ſtate; for during the 
remainder of this ſeaſon, the complaints of the Per- 
formers and Orcheſtra, of the conſtant arrears, became 
more frequent and general. This perhaps might have 
induced Mr. Sheridan to retire from this ſcene of con- 
fuſion; and late in the year 1781, he ſold all his intereſt 
in the Theatre for 3,333). 68. dd. aid to have been then 


paid, and 4,000]. more he was premiſid at a future period ; 
2 ou though 


( 16 ) 
though there is reaſon to believe, from ſeveral circum, 
ſtances, particularly Mr. Taylor's late Statement, that no 
money did ever actually paſs between them, but that theſe 
ſums were ſecured by Bonds and Judgments. The tran- 
ſaction, however, was for a long time kept ſecret at the 
Theatre, and even the Licence fiill ſtood in Mr. Sheri- 
dan's name. | 1 8 8 1 
This ſeaſon was not more fortunate to the Performers, 
who were conſtantly in arrear, the Band, in particular; 
who in the month of June following, refuſed to accept 
che word of Mr. Jewell, the then Treaſurer, for their 
payment, and abſolutely ſtopped performing until that 
gentleman advanced them 500l. on account. This was 
an encouragement for a few nights further performance, 
for which they never received any compenſation. * 
The report of Mr. Taylor's being the Proprietor of 
the leaſe of the Theatre, and of Mr. Sheridan's having 
given up the whole concern to him, had now gained 
ſtrong ground; and in the Summer of 1782, the juſtice 
of the rumour was verified by Mr. Taylor's ordering 
great alterations in the Houſe, and increaſing the number 
of boxes, at an expence which he ſtates, at different 
times, from EIGHT to NINE, and even in his late Pub- 
lication, 
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| bcation, TEN THOUSAND POUNDS, for the bare 
alteration, and making new boxes in the Theatre only. 


New debts produced new burthens; in May 1782, 
Mr. Taylor encumbered this property, already ſufficiently 
loaded, with a rent- charge of 800l. a year, for fiſteen 
years, granted to Meſſrs. Burton and Wallis, (and pay- 
able out of the profits of the Theatre) as Tru/tees, and 
to be divided by them into forty renters ſhares, of 20l. 
a year, with a free admiſſion to all entertainments of 
the Theatre, at the price of 2101. each; but as this was 
only a part proviſion, the 28th of September follow- 
ing, he granted out a new lot of renters ſhares, ' to 
the amount of thirty, for the ſame rent, term, privilege, 
and price, to Morice Loyd, Eſq; who was to re- ſell 


them for his benefit. Having ſufficiently ſhewn bis 


power and authority over the Theatre, on the fame 


day he applied to, and obtained the Lord Chamber- 


lain's Licence for the enſuing ſeaſon : and though we 
have already feen him within the ſpace of twelve 
months, diſpoſing of ſeventy renters ſhares, yet on 
the ſeventeenth of March, 1783, we find Mr. Taylor 
again aſſigning the Theatre to Meſſrs. Wallis and 
Troward in truſt, to ſecure 16,000. to the following 


perſons :—to Sir John Lade, 3, 200l.— James Grant, 


: 6,000], 
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4,800l, with intereſt upon the whole at'5 per cent. 
A reaſonable man would imagine that theſe enormous 
fums, added to the ſubſcriptions; and monies received 
from the Public, (which he himſelf ſtates to have been 
from #0enty-four to twenty-/ix thouſand pounds in that 


ſeaſon) would have been more than ſufficient to defray 


N whoſe merit ani ateaMions drow fo large a 
tribute from the pu "it is notorious, that 
early in the Spritig of ö Wh Ile Chantbetlain's 


Office was filled with complaints of the höoh- payment e of 


their falaries, fromm an idea, natttral tough! ts Foreigners 
that the power which ' authoriſed thoſe performances 
erw as in their own counties, render them redreſs, 

' Early in April, the Treaſurer, Mr. Jewell, was 
0068 and Mr. Crawford, in whom the — 
| had more confidence, was called to that office. 
His firſt ſtep was to enquire into their actual ſitua- 


tion, y perſonal application to each of them, indivi- | 
dually: : and here à ſcene of compleat miſery opened 


upon him. To ATI great arrears were due, See Ap- 

pendia, No. 1.) many had received Norhixc-per- 

Fee ting hol: Hows hand inferior” Sik were adtualy 
1 is 77901157 een d byogge 57,  flarving. 
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Aarving: Let the whole-of the Sulſerjptions had been 
receiued; and the remaining produce was ſo ſmall, that 
out of 11,0001. arrears due to thoſe wretehed' people, 
he was only enabled to ä to thamnοο of 
15584l. 18. 6d *n N lapel 
The AiſlatisfaQtion of the 8 now became gene- 
ral; finding no likelihood of redreſs, they deputed Madlle. 
Theodore to appeal to the Public, which ſhe accordingly 
did on the roth of May tothe mung cr! 
— 21071007 8 27 1 
e The generoſity of he auguſt aach debe whom 
| « « we, have the honour to appear, and the juſtice of the 
« * cauſe, which, we take the liberty of laying before them, 
0 *© encourages us to addreſs. ourſelves directly to them, 
0 and to ſtate the circumſtances of our ſituation.“ 
e A man named William Taylor, now two years 
"= « Manager of this Theatre, has been near two months 
« paſt arreſted and thrown into priſon, for not haying ful- 
ce filled any one of the engagements he has contracted with 
« us. Among the number of Performers, as well Singers 
« as Dancers, there is not one who has been paid this Sea- 
« ſon; and to many there is ſtill due of the preceding.” 
Fe 6c Notwithſtanding we are now upon the eve of loſing 
« the fruits of our labours, for however ſacred are our 
« rights, they are oppoſed by money-lenders and tradeſ- 
| 3 


({ 28: 3? 
ſed the ſtate of the debts to a ſam . 


* men, which has iner 
< infinitely beyond the value of the houſe, and the effects 
« which it contains.” (See Appendix, M. 2.) 
The only reſource left us, is in the receipts, and what 
te can thoſe produce from hence to the month of July. 

Would that we were happy enough to attract, even 

4 for a moment, the attention of the Public, and that they 

< woulddeignto manifeſt, in a ſenſible manner, the intereſt 
« which we preſume—we hope to be honoured with, in 
" requeſting that the receipts ſhall be paid to us, and that 
& the Subſcribers will condeſcend to depoſit in ſure hands 
« whatever favors they may pleaſe to beſtow on us. We 
© know that this William Taylor has already received 

_ © ſome large ſums, which have been ſquandered away, 


| "= « while thoſe who, through the labours of their employ- ; 
| | ) a | i ment, their exactitude in their duty, their zeal to ſatisfy | 
"lf { « the Public—in ſhort, if T may dare to add, the charm of | 
| | tc their talents, have brought thoſe ſums to the Manager, 


5 tc are reduced to the alternative of running in debt, or 
5 : * periſhing with hunger, if they have not ſufficient credit, 
© or reſources to borrow money; and the wretched 
« ſtrangers, who, upon the faith of their contracts, have 
<« quitted their native country, are arreſted here at every 
moment, and dragged into r on debts which they 
| « have 
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r have been forced to contract, and which | tis impoſſible 
& for them to pay- thus deprived of their falaries,” “ 
Alas! the ſenſible the oompaſſionate heart Would 
te ſuffer too much, did I undertake to paint the ituation 
& of the people in the lower orders; every thing that 

& paſſes here would make humanity groan---every thing 
tc here is contrary to juſtice and probity.” ” 1 
Rut we venture to throw ourſelves upon the great- 

40 neſs ---the generoſity of an Engliſh Public---and upon 
© its indulgence to pardon the means we have this day 
cc taken ; firmly relying, that a people ſo wiſe 4 nation 
« ſo enlightened, ſhould, in amuſements, equally. 4 as 1 


xc buſineſs, always receive the pure homage of trut! 
{See Appendix, No. 2.) 
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The confuſion, and ſenſations naturally arifing from 
the diſtreſt poſition of thoſe Foreigners, had ſcarcely 
been excited, when new ills attacked this concern. 
An execution from the Lamp-Lighter, brought the 


wardrobe, ſcenery, and furniture to public auction, and 


with it, Mr. Taylor's equity of redemption, the only 
ground on which he then did or to this moment has 
interfered in Opera tranſactions, and which was ſold for 
SIXTY POUNDS, by the Sheriff; Mr. Has: bo. 


came the chaſer of the whole, 
D Mr, 


22 
j 


Mr: Gallini, who n never yet loſt 6ght of poſſeſſing 


4 
1 ? wh? 22 "Mi Af 27 


e Opera | thought t this occalion a lucky 
his purpoſe, He accordingly treated with Mr. Haris, 
as well for his new purchaſes as for Mr. Sheridan's in- 
dean ty, againſt the debts of 1,343]. 28. 5d. already 
ſtated, and the bargain was ſoon concluded for 35660l. $ 
” He now imagined there was but one ſtep 'want- 


ing to compleat his plan; this was, to purchaſe out the 
24 Subſcribers: anch in ctiſequenice; he ſent notice to 
the Truſtees, that he was ready to pay them back their | 
e ſums. But 10 chis he never recdived any an- 
bert. 0 28 0 Ile o bns ne z Nin 


% ** We 
Te C affirs' growing "tl more deranged, and 
e why 32 * ” _ oh 6 4 g 
: richt st, bns tedr tort. dior) bi the 
hy 


8 On this occaſion it was ludicrouſly remarked, that Mr. Gallini 
| Had bonybr'the privitege to pay Mr. Harris's debts. The fact N he 
| wery worth after difoharged 743261. 125, of that ſum. 


« + ToMellts. Bu unUL L, Sronz, Wars; en ron, 


4 1 do hereby give you notice, as Truſtees for the raifing of the 
„ ſum due to me upon à Mortgage of the King's Theatre called the 
„ Opera Houſe, that I am ready to-repay you, for the benefit of the 
4 Subſcribers to that ſum, all ſuch ſums of money, as ate due upon 
e that account, on having choſe ſums, and the ſecurities for the ſame, 
; *< transferred according to my direction. I RE this 21ſt 
day of June, 1783. | 
. 1 GALLINI. 

1 p. 8. Pleate to ag your aſſent or <ifſent 0 Meſſrs, Wallis | 
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5 ape between Mr. Taylor, the Creditors md 
Mr. Gallivi, hourly increaſing, the latter repented of 
the notice he had given. The ale of the equity of 
redemption which he had purchaſed, was ſet aſide 
by the Court ne * it an ex- 
ecution from Mr., Sheridan upon a judgment due to 


him by Mr. Taylor,, aledged 1 to ror been uſed 


only as dennen irony e oy e 


bed et ig 0) beet ac D sch 2943) * 


Abbes had nom arrived; at, g criſis, he en 
Sanden put an end to all Operas for the remain- 


der of that ſeaſon : the arrears te the Performers 


were unpaid, both for that and the former, and 


have never ſince been diſcharged; and thoſe un- 


upon the charity of the Public, were ſuffered to 


return in wretchedneſs to their native countries, or 


to waader over Europe in diſtreſs and want, in- 
veighing againſt the National Character, a circum- 
tance unparalleled in the annals of Great. Britain. 
"Ay __ ARE" of diſorder,” "The" intorference- of the 
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"7M The FawitSinincats | ime at (ihe Pantheon and. Ranelagh for 
their relief, at that period, are freſh. in the memory of every perſon, 
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ra cane iin appeared bfi ness. le 
* a 1007 l h ha N | previouſly” ordered that no Licence 
| 5 mould be granted in future but to reſponſible Per- | 
a bons. Lord Hertford, therefore; agreed to give the | 
wy y bene to Meſſrs Gallini and Crawford, provided 1 
pa ths Performers RE 1255 "oy I in 
we. ; 1 f LW . ile 
In ihe med auer ML bey vn e ed of — 
Ih July, 198%, chürged the Opera Houſe with a 
new incumbranee, and his to n lee amount than 
tibenty-one thoiſſand mii huudrei rid Hity-nine pounds, 
uus fringe, ai ſus pre brut favehings, with in- 
Wo "tereſt from: the date; By this inftrucnent he abſo- 
wen eded all his)right; (fubjeRt"/to an annuity —@ | 
of two. hundred pounds to himſelf) in ſix Truſtees: 
| * | _ Meſs, George Grant, "James Sutton, Simon Slingſby, 
| 4 #1 -Michadl Novoſielſki, Leopoldo De Michele, and John 
#36 hy .., Siſcotti ; 3, for the purpoſe of ſecuring the principal and 
it — 0 een to all the ſubſcribing Creditors. Above 140 | 
l Ft 22 | enrolled their names, with the ſums due oppoſite to 
| i a n 60 en Which formed the above amount: but there 
Fo | are about 17 Perſons amoneſt theſe ſignatures, without 
#1 any ſums ſpecified, whole claims are very conſiderable ; 
oi | 4 and there are ſeveral other large ſums due to perſqns . 
1308 3s it * Who! never ſigned this Deed. It is worth remarking 
11) nie a ; that 
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5 — Gt and Jan Stan, tyo of 
Abbes Trustees, Sgped, this, parchm 


x, feel. as 


1 9h OMA: Mr. James Grant. 3d buon 


-: The 29th. of November, Lord Hertford granted the 
Ll to Mr. Gallini and Mr. Crawford, for the ſea- 

| Jon, 1783—4 and Operas were conducted under their 
management with tolerable order, until the Truſtees 

0 bought proper ta turn out Mr. De Michele from the 


_ 11 +1 hnaſts and which they performed without any other aur 
1 5 wtf Hority than the, fimple letter of their Secretary 1 


his done, they determined to act more openly, and 


* inc wwe Treaſurer, Mr. Crawford, to bring the 
' OR to:their Committee Room.“ 
Ar Crawford poſitively refuſed to comply with their 


CE F914 190 * nnn 2b : requiſition, ; 


1 * Dited the & of February, 71% Signed F. M*Mation. 


4 


» To MR. CRAWFORD. 


«We hereby give you Notice to bring the money received at all the 


. doors of the King's Theatre this night, as our Treaſurer, to the 
Committee Room in the ſaid Theatre, immediately on receipt thereof. 
© & On your non-compliance herewith, we ſhall confider you diſcharged, 
as Treaſurer under our Truſt Deed, agreeable to the, power veſted in us 
« by virtue of the ſaid 2 dated the 7th 7 of en 1784. 
5 * * N W eee e, $9998 
; dg. 9 'P ETH 11 60 Ds Ka Run 
EL e Grant; 
5 0D 0011694447 239106 Ie19vs} vir James Sutton, 
| | | - | Michget Novoftelſki, 
Sim. Slingſby, 
John Siſcotti. 
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Witneſs, Willlam Allen. 
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 requlfion, an eepugrant to his reemer n 1 
Chamberlain and the Performers; ud as he could not 
anſwer for the application of any money he did not re- 
ceive. The Traſtees, therefore, proceeded the ſhorteſt 
way to work, and took the money by force. The con- 
fuſion it created. is well remembered; and it is much 
to be wiſhed, that the opinion of a, very eminent Bar- 
riſter, now in a high fation, upon æhis act af violenet, 
could be laid before the Publie. 0 1191 Bisg orig 19 
This daring ſtep Was again attemptid;'and thit repe- 
tition as poſitively threatened. _ 
Under theſe circumſtances, Meſs. Gallini.and Craw- 
| ford reprefented their ſitularion to Lord Satifbury+4* (then 
; N 4 J 


* | Middleſex te Wit. HOG DOLL WAR ELD 
en maketh oa as Wespe that Mr. Grant and de Tf. 
tees ardered him to attend at ; o'clock, ſaying that they were reſolutely 
dent on all events of having the money; and that they would have 
_ Officers to: das him in an Office ; Ln wha if he refuſed to 


err Haiti Hotte M: RN Jem Burter, k 
. enden me this guy of Fob. OY 4 . 
$00 53 vigge diinne Nr © 206 E , | William Hyde, | 


7 #1 14 $8 


ee fake My tort a O e e e, 295 
4 Previous to my Lord Herford's grant of a {cence to Mr. Gal- 

* lin} and Mr. Crawford, bein conſequence of an order from his Ma- 

4 jefty, "that" no Licence hould be granted but to reſponſible perſons, 
inſiſted, the Performers ſhould ſign a paper, teſtifying their acceptance 

© of the engagements of thetwo gentlemen above mentioned, for pay- 
ment 


bu ey. _ n N * . 
ene 1.1] 5 ans 
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Lord Chamberlain) intreating his interference upon this 
oceaſion. Such violent conduct was, perhaps, a ſecond 
neden Gallini* n ol ce note he 


a meeting «has Subſeribers,: 1 on 
the 13th of February, he there infiſted, that, from the 
length of time elapſed, and his receiving no anſwer, he 
was not, nor would h be bound by that letter. Thus 
did thoſe Mortgages loſe the only chance they ever had 
of being paid their prineiple and intereſt, until the * 
en as hall ehewn hereafter. 


bei Laie 


For 


« ment of their ſolatiel, Which togtther with an undertaking fgned by 


Le ie eee een e u. um er .. 


. bs an Meſſrs. Grant, Novoſielfki and Sutton, Truſtees for the 8 
« ditors of Mr. Taylor, in defiance of the Licence granted to them, 
« have forcibly taken away the ſum of zool. and upwards, on Thurſ- 
« day laſt, and attempted to do the ſame on Saturday, and chreatened 
to repeat it again on Tueſday ; and have alfo declared, they will diſ- 
u miſs every perſon employed, but whom they ſhall think proper to 
4 continue; and to moleſt the Patentees fer the remainder uf the Sta- 
* ſon: In conſideration of the above premiſes, the Patentees humbly 
« hoping for your Lordfhip's aid, ſupport, and aſſiſtance, in ſuch man- 
„ ner as to prevent à riot, they called in the aſſiſtance of the Peace 


« Officers, conceiving there was not ſufficient time to apply to your 


* Lordſhip. The Patentees will be happy to have the honor of wait- 
ing on his Lordſhip, whenever he will be pleaſed to appoint for that 
* purpoſe; they have the honor to be with, utmoſt reſpect, | 
e Your Lordſhip's s moſt devored dump Servants, 


14 4 e dat Alfa £1 0 72 tdi # A, Gali, 
6 . Crawford.“ 


*- 


King's Theatre WET 
Directed to Lord Saliſbury, then Lord Cie 
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For ſome time forward Mr. Crawford, with the af. 
fiſtance of the Door-Keepers, tontinued to take the 


hightly receipts : But from the gth of March, the 
Truſtees took a moſt effectual mode of preventing his 


tebeiving them in future. They ordered, nay obliged 


the Ticket Sellers, to bring their whole receipts to Mr. 


Novoſielſki's houſe, in Market-lane, which | was _ 
larly done from thence forward. 
The amount of Mr. Crawford's own feceipts was, 


8, roo). 88. 1d. which was applied to the Opera expen- 


ces, and by his account, a ſmall balance remained 
due to him, which has never been paid; yet the re- 
ceipts of the ſeaſon, including that ſum, amounted to 
twenty-ttvwo thouſand eight hundred and fifty-/ix pounds, 
fifteen ſhillings, and three pence, the application of which, 
beyond thoſe cight thouſand and odd pounds, has never 
yet appeared, | | 
At this period, the ſalaries of the Performers were 
again withheld, and many of them have never fince 
been diſcharged ; and tho? none of the Creditors re- 
ceived either principle or intereſt, yet thoſe Truſtees 
took care to create new Offices in the Theatre, at large 
falaries, all of which were punftually paid. 

A curious eircumſtanee about this time took place, 
which is well worth notice. Mr. Taylor, to what pur- 


nn Oe 
poſe it does not appear, — on Mr. FREE! 
advertiſe a meeting of his Creditors, at the Belle Savage 
Inn, Ludgate Hill, the 19th July, 1784: about fifty 
people were preſent, altho' the five acting Truſtees con- 
tradicted any call of Creditors without their approbation. 


Mr. Smith, a Livery Stable Keeper, was requeited 


to take the Chair, and being ſeated, by direction of 
Mr. Taylor, enquired. what brought Meſſrs. Novoſiel- 
ſki, and Geo. Gxant to a meeting, that they had that 
very day counterm: ded? Mr. Novoliclſki 's anſwer was, 
that he came as a Creditor, for 1500l. To this there, was 
no diſſent ;, but when Mr, Grant, in reply to the ſame 
queſtion, advanced his claim to be 10,0001, Mr, Taylor 
ſtarted from behind the Chair, and coming forward, 
denied with much warmth, and many abuſive epithets, 
bis being in any ways indebted to him, nay even to any 
of the name of Grant 3 Altercation enſued, the Deed of 
Truſt with its long roll of ſignatures was reluCtant!y pro- 
duced, and Mr. Grant's name did actually appear with 
the ſum he alluded to ſet oppoſite to it. ] umult and 
confuſion, the natural conſequence of ſuch conduct, 
alone marked this meeting—it ended as might natu- 
rally be ſuppoſed, in nothing. 
The five Truſtees at the uſual time, began. prepara- 
E | tions 
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obtain a Licence, they induced the principal Performers 
to ſign a paper, declaring themſelves ſatisfied with the 


arrangement of theſe Truſtees for their payment, ” See 
Appendix, Ne. 3.) and imagining this had removed 


all difficulties, and having prevailed on Mr. Hammerſly 


the Banker, to write in their favour, they addreſſed 
the Lord Chamberlain upon the fubject, the 3d of De- 
cember following. "The Perfo mers it ſeems howe- 
ver, had loſt all faith f in the Truſtees, for they were 
at the ſame inflant, imploning his Lordihip: 8 alliance 
to obtain them ſome better ſecurity. { See Hopendix, 
Ne. 4. J Thus warned, "his Lordſhip took e every pre- 
caution that prudence could ſuggeſt. He granted the 
Licence on the 10th December, to Meſſts. Hammerſſy, 
Slingſby, and Novoſielſki, but till the end of the next 


January, only, and then having a ſatisfactory proof of 
the payment of the expences up to that period, he iſſued 


a ſecond, dated the 1ſt February, 1785, (Mr. Ham- 
merſly having declined) to Meſſrs. Martindale, Slingſby, 
and Novoſielſki, till the 28th of April following. On 
the 2gth of that month, he renewed it to the 28th 
June, obſerving with the ſame juſt precaution, that 
made him unite Mr, Hammerſly' s name in the firſt Li- 


cence, 


( 
cence, to join Mr. Martindale's: in the two laſt; rely- 
ing upon the reſponſibility of this gentleman, though he 


never interfered in the management, or ever received 


any of the money. 
About this time, the Performers whoſe ſalaries v were 
withheld, conceiving, from the Lord Chamberlain's 


attention to their intereſt, that he could do them ſum- 


mary Juſtice, threw themſelyes upon his protection, and 


every means the | authority c of his office gave, was ex- 


erted in their relief, but ineffeQually. (See Appendix, 
Ne. 5.), Some 0 of them even ſtated their ſituation to the 
Lord Chancellor. bf See Appendix, . Neb, ) 

And here 1 cannot omit ſtating one of the moſt un- 
paralleled inſults to the name of Royalty, perhaps ever 


heard of. The Truſtees, unable to procure any further 


Licence, poſitively advertiſed an Opera by command of 


his Majeſty, without ever receiving any order from | 


Court; the natural conſequence was, his Majeſty with 
proper indignation, ordered the Houſe to be at up 
immediately. e 
Suits had now been commenced by Mr. Gallini and 
other claimants upon the Opera : the Chancellor, be- 
fore whom the bufineſs was brought, directed an account 


to be taken of the incumbrances affecting the property : 2 


Ez. and 


24) 


and while the Maſter in Chancery was proceeding to 
a ſtatement, theſe five Truſtees preferred a claim for 
- 50001. which they e 

upon oath. 8 | 

The Truſtees had now finiſhed their career, af- 
ter having equally n the Performers and the 
Public. 

Mr. Gallini, whoſe views upon the Opera we have 
long ſeen, determined to become Manager at any ha- 
zard ; after negociating during the Summer, 1785, he 
entered into an agreement with Mr. Taylor and the 
Truſtees, the 24th Septembers following, by which 
he was to become Manager at a ſtipulated ſalary, and 
at the ſettled annual expence of 18, oool. and he ap- 
plied almoſt immediately to the Lord Chamberlain for 
a Licence: but his Lordſhip had ſeen ſufficient of the 
abuſes committed the preceding year, notwithſtanding 
all his precautions, he was now determined to with- 
hold the Licence until ſuch time as he had perfect 
ſecurity that juſtice would be done to all parties. In 
conſequence, a long correſpondence took place, during 
that and. the whole of the next month, and which, as 

materially 


* 2 P 


* See the agreement in the Appendix, No. 7. 


( 33 ) 
materially neceſſary, I W . 1 
pendix, No. 7. 

To thoſe who will take the trouble of n+ this 
correſpondence, it will be evident that the Lord Cham 
berlain exerted the utmoſt power of his office to ſupport 
the authority of the Court of Chancery, to ſerve the 
Creditors, and ſecure the payment of the Performers; 
and that he was reſiſted throughout by the Truſtees, 
and what is ſtill more extraordinary, by Mr. Gallini, one 
af the principal claimants, and for whoſe benefit the 
original application to Chancery was deſigned ; a con- 
duct which, when compared with the inattention of 
former years, reflects with additional honour upon his 
Lordſhip's character. Though theſe intentions were 
in ſome degree fruſtrated, yet to give ſome authenticity 
to the agreement made with the Performers, and to ſe 
cure the ſurplus of the 18, oool. to the Creditors, Lord 
Saliſbury ſtipulated previous to his granting the Licence 
to Mr. Gallini, that atteſted copies of their contracts 
ſhould be entered in his office; and then he iſſued 

it only from ſix weeks, to fix weeks. Mr. Gallini beſt 
knows how far theſe copies correſponded-with the real 
bona fide agreements, | 


5 
WW * Nee 1 
N. 22 e 4 5th. 
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Mr. Gallini being now inveſted with the Managerial 
Authority, i in which he continued until the time of 
the fire, it will be proper, before I proceed farther, i to ſtate 
the debts accumulated by Mr. Taylor's conduẽt __ | 
this unfortunate undertaking. 

By his own deed of truft in July, 1783, and his ""_ 
circular letter to the 24 Subſcribers in March, 1784, 
( Appendix, Mo. 8 and 9.) he ſtates the profits to have 
been one year with another 26, oool. and by refering 
to thoſe papers it will appear that from 4 to 6 thouſand 
pounds, was annually produced of an acerued profit 
from the diſmiſſion of Mr. Crawford, in 178 1. Not 


6 


being able to procure a more accurate account of the 
receipts and expenditures between the month of Sep- 
tember, 1779, and the ſale to Mr. Taylor in Novem- 
ber, 178 1, I muſt content myſelf with thoſe authen- 
tic inſtruments under his hand writing, and from theſe 
documents ſhall draw with as much accuracy as the 


evidence will admit, for the entertainment of the 


reader, the ballance of Mr. Taylor's loſs and gain, 
conſidering him in this view, as an accountant charged 
with the whole account on the one fide, and credited 
for his diſburſements on the other; and after that 

| ſtatement, 
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WILLIAM TAY LOR, Zi. to the Landlords, Mort 
© pagees, Renters, Performers, aud ather Creditors f 
the Opera Houſe, ; 


For the Seaſon commencing in 1781, and ending 


in 1782, Mr. Taylor admits to have received 


for Subſcriptions, Door-money, &c. upwards of 
24, oool. or upwards of 26,0001. (king there- 
fore the medium, 

It is evident, that under the Deed for ſecuring 
16,0001. 4,900l. was actually proved in Chan- 
cery to have been raiſed 5 . 

Out of the 79 Renters Shares ſold, Mr. Taylor | 
admits 41 were ſold by him, of 20l. each, for 
210l. each, (though it is known ſome ſold for 
more) take them at that price . . _. 

For the Seaſon commencing in 1782, and ending 
1783, Mr. Taylor admits to have received, for 
Subſcriptions, Door-money, &c. upwards of 

| 24,0001. or upwards of 26, oool. taking therefore 
the medium . | . 

By ſale of the Equity of Re s the Scenes 
and other goods in the Opera-Houſe by the 
Sheriff in 1783, 1,480l. was raiſed and applied 
to Mr. Taylor's uſe, as will appear on the cre- 
dit fide . . . . 


(37) 


nm i 7 


By paymentof expences incurred by the al- 
teration of the Opera-Houſe, as ſtated by 


Mr. Taylor, after his purchaſe from Mr. 


Sheridan, 0 | $A ns 


By the year 178 1-2, Mr. Taylor muſt alſo | 


be allowed a ſum paid by him to Mr. 
Gallini, for intereſt on the ſum of q, oool. 
which was paid off with the 5ool. Sub- 
ſcriptions, as before ſtated, as alſo for 
coſts, . . „ 


He muſt alſo be allows a, 4 paid by him 


of 2,35 zl. 168. which, out of the money 


raiſed by ſale of the Renters Shares grant - 
ed to Burton and Wallis, was applied in 


diſcharge of part of the debt of PING ti 


Mr. Harris; |: i, Ns - 


By the: Deed of Truſt of inch July, ts | 


Mr. Taylor admits that the intereſt of 
the 12,0001. due upon the firſt Mort- 
gage, the ſeveral yearly Rent-Charges, 
T axes, and Inſurance, due and payable 
by him in reſpe& of the premiſes, toge- 
ther wit the ſums yearly paid to Singers, 
Dancers, Actors, and Muſicians, . 


9,000 Lf 0 0 


8,142. 0 3 


2,352 16 © 


Carry forward £ 12,465 3: 


F 


Dr. 


* | Le 4. 4. 5 


Brought over, Vr o 0 
It appears by the Schedule to the Deed of 

Truſt, that Mr. Taylor had received from 

the Grants, and other perſons who were 
not Performers of any deſcription; - CY 7 ow 
Received from Mr. Stacie: a fur claimed Ray 5 

by him of 1,400 0 0 


ä — 
10ivs T IM 07 ,5546t: © £7983 ai 
oe 101 Du Homie en 


© Sninopen 30 UW 1 de OW? d; 
e At 10 mel 18063 met Bud 
$2897 At 01 293671 i gots 2orrg0s 
„A very ws ſum does ee e . due to the 
ben perſons who, though they ſigned the Deed of 
Truſt, as Creditors, yet omitted to ſtate their claims : 
could the amount thereof be known, it would probably 
add very conſiderably to the I 


lk 


Brought over, . . 325 / 22356469] 5 5 
. an SE SET | 7 


Painters, Tradeſmen, Servants, and other 


perſons engaged or employed in or about 
the Theatre or Opera- Houſe, or the con- 


duct or management thereof, have of 
late years amounted: together, - yearly, 
upon an average, to between the ſums of 
..--19,000l;-and 20,0001. and no more. 
Allowing, therefore, to Mr. Taylor, upon 
his own ſtatement, credit for 40,0001. for 
the two years, it will be requiſite to de- 
duct from that ſum the ſeveral yearly 
items which he ſtates to make a part of 
it, but never paid: they are as follow: 
iſt. Two years arrear of intereſt for | 
the 19,0001. mortgage =. » 1200 © © 
2d. For two years arrear of rent 


charges, being 1580l. a year = 3160 o 0 


gd. The Singers, Dancers, Ser- 

vants, &c. who have ſigne the 

Deed of Truſt for their ſalaries in 

arrear, which amounts toh «< 845g 7 14 
ath. Thoſe 8 ingers, Dancers, &c. 

who do nc tappear to have ſigned 

the Deed but who have arrears 

due to them tothe amount of- 6877 4 8 


Carry forward 19,690 11 gf 12,465 5 3 


$ See Appendix. 
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Brought forward - - 79,883 7 114 
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Brought forward — 19, 690 11 91 12,465 5 3 


We will now preſume that Mr. 
Taylor has paid the reſidue of 
the 40,0001, for rent, taxes, and 
other neceſſaries, not being able 
to produce fufficient proof to 
the contrary — — 20, 309 8 ef 920,909 8 4 


40,000 0 © 39,774 13 51 
To the balance due do Mr. Tay- 
lor, and which 1s unaccounted | 
for — — — — — — 47,109 14 6 


79,884 7 11k 


*,* It is but reaſonable Mr. Taylor ſhould be charged 
with intereſt for this balance, from the 24th of June, 
1783, which, up to Chriſtmas laſt, being ſeven years and 
ſix months, will amount to 17,6661. 2s. 6d. ; and there- 
fore the true balance of profits in his hands is Sixty-four 
Thouſand Seven Hundred and Seventy-frue Pounds, Seventeen 
Shillings. 


A State 


Upon purchaſing the Theatre in 1778, 


666 


A State of ſeveral Incumbrances ofefing the Opera-Houſe, 
* the time 7 the purchaſe from Yates and Brooke. 


Eds 9 5 ' Arnual Semi. ; Groſs ums. 
4. ; 7 Rs” 


Meſſrs. Harris and Sheridan mort- 

gaged the ſame for 12, oool. w:th i * ei 

tereſt at 5 per cent. x 10 1 AMC 11h e 
In October that year, they alſo fold 38 AN tout 1 N 01 

renters ſhares of 20]. a year, n, does 3s awd 

21 years to come, payable out of the 


profits of the Theatre, with alſo egualdon 14, 6285 03 nolin - 
admiſhon to the purchaſer ht . 1 4 Ni 118] 4 1 
ſhare, i * AA Oe 3 von 13 4 T 


In 1779, * Mr. Harris old al his 
intereſt to Mr. Sheridan, they made - 
freſh charge upon the property b or 
7,3431. 48. gd. of which 7, 261. 128. 
was admitted before the Maſter with | ut. of 
intereſt at 3 per cent. . . | 7,926 12 © 
In 1781, when Mr. Sheridan ſold al T 
his intereſt to Mr. Taylor for 7,933). f 
6s. 84. there is reaſon to believe no 
money was paid, but that the pur- 
chaſe-money was ſecured by Bond 
and Judgment, which now affect the | 
property with 5 per cent. intereſt, J5,333 6 8 


In May, 1782, Mr. Taylor granted a | | = 


Rent-charge of 8, oool. a year, for 
15 years to come, to Meſſrs. Burton 
* W. "_ to at them divided 


Carry forwand £556 * $6,659 18 8 


7 mg; 2 by 2 — 


into 
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SAY a ok n Annual Sams. Groſs Sum. 
4 £ it _— 77 3. d. 
hs over, 176  - 26,659 18 © 


into 40 ſhares, at 20l. a year each, 
and fold at the rate of 2 10l. each, 
with free admiſſion to each pur- 
chaſer, of which it ſeems only eleven 
were ſold, „ D 
In June following, Mr. Taylor granted 
to Maurice Lloyd, Eſq. 30 Renters | 
Shares, at 20l. a year each, for 13 


years, at 210l. each, with free ad- 1446 


miſſion to each purchaſer ;,; 


11 
„ J 7 
1 oe 0 114 


In March, 178g, Mr. Taylor again 


mortgaged the property for 16, oool. 


with intereſt at 5 per cent. but 2 
there is evidence of the exiſtente f 


only 4, 9ool. of that debt, it is ſo! 


. We” 1 ay 
ſtated, I . 2 LO; 


In July, 1783, Mr. Taylor again mort- 


the pro for W 65 * 
P mY 


3 0 

This ſtate of the 3 affeQting 
the Opera-Houſe, is taken from au- 
thentic deeds and papers: the arrears 
of intereſt of thisdebt, and the arrears 
of the renters ſhares, are as follow, 
by which it may be ſeen what care 
was taken of the Performers and 
other creditors. 


From the time of the 8 the 


g, ol. by means of the gool. ſub- 
Dia forward . 


1,388 $53,509 13 104 


: 34.36 S. 
* 
7 4 
} 


21,949 15 2} 
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l 1 Annual Sums, Groſs Sumt. 
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4. . s d. 


Brought over 1,380 $3599 13 10 
ſeriptions to Mr. Gallini, no intereſt a e 
was ever paid for that mortgage debt 
of 12,0001. which, from Midſum- 
mer 1782, to Chriſtmas 1790, being | 
8 years and a half, amounts to 5,100 © © 

No intereſt was ever paid on the debts | 
of 7,3961. 128. from the time it was 
charged, which, to Chriſtmas 1790, ... 
being at leaſt 10 years from the time wt ed 
Mr. Harris retired in the Autumn off 
1789, mount ©. d or goed ey: 's 10 

No intereſt was ever paid (as appears at 
leaſt) on the debt of 7, 3 l. 6s. 8d. 81 wits 
ſecured to Mr. Sheridan by bend ñ5] 
and judgments, ſince the ſale by him, Wil N 

-on the 7th day of November, in 
1781, to Chriſtmas, 1790, Which, 6 58 
being g years, 1 month and 2g days, breed 4 ad 
amounts to $91 . . 3,351 4 7 

No intereſt was ever paid on the mort- 5 | 
gage debt 4,900l. part of the ſum 
of 16,0001. ſecured by the Deed 
of 17th of March, 178g, to Chriſt 

: mas, 1790, which, being 7 years, ; 

10 months, and g days, amounts to 1,911 3 6 

No intereſt has ever been paid on the 
mortgage debt of 21,9491. 138, 23d. 
ſecured by the deed of 17th July, 


a 


944 1 Carry forward 1,580 67,535 7 10 
314 — — — 


1783, 


6 


2583, to Chriſtmas, 1790, which, 
being 7 years, 5 months, and 21 


days, amounts to 
Of che renters ſhares of gol. 


A ar ; *. a4 -} [ 1 S RT 


Fee Grofs Sus 
L. 4. hg d. 
1,580 67,335 7 10 


8 8,168 10 1 


2 


each, granted by Meſſrs, Harris and 


Sheridan in 1778, ſome were never 


paid, as is evident from the Maſter's 
report; very few were paid after the Bae Ig 
cloſe of the ſeaſon in 1781, none 
after the cloſe of the ſeaſon 1782. 
It will therefore be fair to draw an 


average from the Autumn of 1780 


to ditto in 1790, being 10 years ar- ' 
| rears in the the whole, ad 


ing to » . 0 


4 
0 


4 


© f the renters ſhares granted by Mr. 


Taylor, not a filling was ever — 


Therefore, from May and June, 


1782, to May and June, 1790, be- 


ing 6 years, atnounts to 


R 18 


1,580 89,865 17 uy 


I have 


Nr 


ſuits, and heavy loſſes which he was daily incurring,” in 


» 10 vant up — wine, aun 916 rn 


„ 


1 have now come to the period of my firſt acquaint- 
ance. with Mr. Gallini, early in the year 1789, from 
having met him frequently at the houſe of my frlerid, 
Mr. Bray, of Lincoln Inn, a Gentleman of repute in 
his profeſſion, as a Conveyancer, though Mr, Taylor 


| thought proper to change his ſituation to that of an At- 


torney, perhaps for the purpoſe of introducing me as his 
Clerk: I had paſſed ſome ſhort time at his chambers, in 
purſuit of my law ſtudies ; 5 but | never tranſacted any | 
buſineſs for him, and, 1 as — as 1 know, he ſcarcely Wh 
any for Mr. Gallini. but 14 edlen avoir; 
| + © The repeated and marked diſapprobation thewi 
by the Public, during that ſeaſon, to Mr. Gallini's' ma- 
nagement, is recent in the metnory of every frequente 
of the Opera. He had frequently expreſſed his wilh to 
withdraw himſelf from the management, to diſpoſe of 
his intereſt, or to engage vith ſos OT in * 


conduct e of the concern.” 


He communicated to me how ſeriouſly the Theatre 
had been involved by Mr. Taylor—the numerous law- 


1 8 . * A : 1 * 


+ The ſubſtance and principal matter of all thoſe paragraphs marked 
with” itverted commas, have been proved upon Oath, in the Court of 
Chancery, at the time of the oppoſition to the Patent, 


% 


i # 
4 


OF 


* 8 S . 2 
Inteupos tran 3 " O70 4 806 


Nom e4/ Toh 18 9 


W from. the hrigations of that Gen- | 
tleman. My advice to him, upon the occalion,, was 


ſuch as, I believe, any reaſonable man would have ſug- 


18 


geſted, upon his repreſentation—Either to give up the 
management and diſpoſe of his intereſt, or to purchaſe 


mans cauſe of contention. 5 He propoſed, on this, nay 
me to take a ſhare j in t the concern and manage- 


kinky or to purchaſe out hi his intereſt. This was a ſe- 


rious object to embark in "faddenly ; : but, after much 
conſideration, and] hav ing co confi ulted|! ſeveral of my friends, 


2 concern, I agreed to accept either tl the one or the other 
of his propoſals, it appearing, from what information I 
could collect, that the Opera, diſembarraſſed of debt and 
litigation, and. placed in the hands of perſons whoſe 
intereſt it would be to promote the welfare of the con- 
cern, might prove a beneficial undertaking: and I was 
led to this opinion, from being well informed chat the 


greater part of the Creditors, harraſſed and diſguſted with 


the ſcenes before them, and receiving no part of their 
claims or debts, would gladly diſpoſe of their intereſt on | 


moderate terms. 
Alt was neceſſary to eſtabliſh this fact. In conſeguence, 
3 were made to ſeyeral of the principal Cre- 


G 2 ditors, 


\ 
cn 
7 
*. 
* 


whoſe aſſiſtance I found abſolutely neceſſary, i in ſo weighty 
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tors who all ſeemed bappy at Rs 


any compenſation for their long - neglected 
Mr. Taylor; was alſo applied to, through Mr. Galli 3 
Solicitor, for the purchaſe of his right; which not long 
fince we have ſeen fold by the Sheriff for 601: yet for 
| this he demanded 800l. a year, during the continuance 
of the leafe! While matters were thus in agitation, 
and pending this Uiſcuffion}”'the"Opera:Houſe; upon 
the 17th of June, was cbfifumed by fire“ ? 
When the confufion! octafloritd by this event had: in 
fome manner ſubſided; the firft eonſideration which'aroſe 
| Was, How to reſtore to to the 'Phblic'the entertainment) of 
f which they had been thus deprived.” An opportunity 
| was now afforded to bowing _ 
nificence of this country. The ſtudy of archit had 
been my early and canſtant paſſſon; upon this oeeaſſon, 
&« 1 gave up my moſt ſerious attention to compoſe a plan 
bor rebuilding the Theatre, and upon an enlarged and 
| Splendid ſcale.” This compleated, my next conſidera- 
tion was, hew to provide for Mr. Vanburgh; the real 
Proprietor of the Theatre now in aſhes, (for, though 
Mr. Taylor aſſumes that title to himſelf, we have al- 
 trady feen upon wha heut that aum is founded; 
WP A NOW! Gl: 90 61 gig 17255 „A 


— 


—— Jv: mw of this conntey has declared 
tom the Bench where he preſides, that, © it required a 
- microſcope to diſcover where this property of Mr. Taylor 
eise.) Mr. Vanburgh was, in fact, the ſufferer 
from the calamity. This Gentleman, in the advance 
of years, who through life has borne the moſt amiable 
and upright character, and on whoſe conduct, I ſhall be 
fue in aſſerting, the firſt imputation ever laid has been 
by Mr. Taylor, in his recent publieations, had the 
mortification to behold) his property, in a few hours, 
reduced to nothing, after having for many years ſeen it 
- torn-and: diſtracted by feuds and litigations—This was 
* e a eh Sin conſulted the firſt to be conſidered. 
Having ſhewn my plans to, and conſulted afreſh 
with Mr. Gallini, we agreed to make a propoſal to Mr, 
' Vanburgh ; and, having communicated our intentions 
to him, through his confidential friend, we received the 
moſt flattering affurances of ſucceſs. And here it is ne- 
 effary to remark, that the Operas in future, provided 
115 As were to be ee on for our joint be- 
Tbe opinions of the moſt « eminent Counſel were 
takerr upon the occaſion, who were unanimous, that 
it would W am to build upon the old leite, 
without 
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without the 3 of 8 on account of 
the numerous ſuits that did then, and do ſtill affect that 
coder, We now made a ſecond application to Mr. 
Vanburgh, through the ſame channel, and found that 
Mr. Taylor had juſt addreſſed that Gentleman by letter, 
ſoliciting a renewal of the leaſe; imagining, perhaps, 
that the memory of all the misfortunes he had brought 
tre. Mr. Vanburgh, in his anſwer, diſomned he ever 
knew liim as his tenant, and refuſed him, a renewal, as 


* letter, which is ſubjoined. 10} 3115509579 * 
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„ nin, 111%; l 
9 think it a a that 1 Gov not 
* know that you are the Aſſignee of the leaſe of the 
#ipremiſes of the Opera-Houſe, granted by me, in 1777, 
to Mr. Brooke. I have never acknowledged any other 
tenant of that property than Mr. James Brooke, dur- 
ing his life-time, and his Executor ſince his deceaſe; 
Ke all receipts? for rent have been given in that uniform 
line, and will be ſo continued during the remainder 
e of * leaſe. I do not conceive that it will be for my 
1 8 ne. 
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— the ahove leak nor amT n. 
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W Fails dirs 1 18 
ay « Your very humble Servant, © 
45 * EDWARD VANBURGH* ö 


50 Je 


© WILLIAM Tabu C 1 5 0 
Mount-ſtreet, London 
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Being poſſeſſed of this information, no perſon can 
ſuppoſe we amy longer thouglit of Mr. Taylor; we now 
treated for ourſelves, arid concluded the terms of our 
agreement for the 'whole'of Mr. Vanburgh's intereſt. 
Nor was Mr. Fenton (the Acting Executor of Mr, St. 
8 D. Trylawney) forgot in our plan: he had a 
ſmall intereſt in ſome houſes that were attached to the 
Theatre, and which ſuffered in the general conflagra- 
tion. He readily conſented to renew his term. And 
now, with the conſent of the landlords with a plan for 
the proviſion of the Creditors, who had loſt all hope by 
the fire, nothing was wanted but the aſſiſtanee of Par- 
liament, and the protection of the Great, to carry the 
buſineſs into effect. Accordingly, having communicated 
this plan to ſeveral people of eee, and having 
received 
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was ——_—— is before His Rojal 


Duxe of CUMBERLAND,——And here, L truſt, I . 
be permitted to digreſs a moment, and pay the only i 
tribute in wy power to the memory of a moſt amiable _ 
Prince, whoſe virtues, exalted as his character, endeared 
him to his country ; whoſe munificence in extending 
his protection, ever exceeded the honour conferred z 
and whoſe patronage to me, which continued during his 
Ife, ſhall be preſerved, with the moſt FAIRE: 
r 78 
Through His Royal Highneſs's interference, Sian TP 
alſo permitted to preſent my gan to another auguſt Pers 
ſonage, and was honoured; not only with His Royal 
Highneſs's approbation, but he even condeſcended; to 
hear my written application for the ſanction of Parlia | 
ment, and to promiſe me his patronage. «KA Pe- 
tition was inſtantly drawn up, with the approbation of 
the landlords, and figned by Mr. Fenton, and preſented 
to the Houſe of Lords, praying for leave to bring in 4 


Bill, for the purpoſe of carrying my plan into effect. 


But, whether from the lateneſs of the ſeſſion, at that 
time verging towards its cloſe, or from what other rea- 
fon I cannot ſay, but the prayer of the Petition was not 
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And here I muſt remark, als Mr. Taylor poſitively 


ſwore, upon the ſubſequent tranſactions in the Court f 
Chancery, « That a Bill was prepared to be paſſed in 


« Parliament, ts enable Mr. Gallini to rebuild the Opera- 


| & Houſe, aud te carry ou the Entertainments far the Benefit 


t of all perſons intereſted, according to the rank ang pri- 
* ority of their ſecurities ; and that the Bill was fo pre- 


E gared, with the knewteage aud approbation of the Lars 
e Chamberlain !”* nen it was actually proved by a pro- 


duction of the intended Act, that xo 8vcn BILL was 


EVER PREPARED, (See Appendix, Ne. 14.0 
It now appeared to me à matter of much difficulty, 


it not impradticable, to build upon the old ſeite ; La- 


ceſter F ields, amon 80 other places, ſtruck me as the moſt 


| eligille ſituation. I formed a plan, and it was in con- 


ſequence ſtated to the Lord Chamberlain, that, provided 
we received the encouragement of a Patent, the ſollow- 


_ ſums were wigs _ nn be applied, for che 


they would extend; and on this c - ; or 
for the firſt — was introduced 5 Mr. Gali ts to dra 


Lordfhip. 
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i; 'Tifarance by Mr. Gallini, who regularly” My 
charged the premium to the account of tze 
.7 undertaking, conſequently the abſolute pro: 
perty of the Mortgagees and Creditors, . $8,000 
a In the hands of Martin, Stone, —__— TOs... © 
Bankers, unapplied by the 24 Subſcribers, 1.375 
5th,: Value of old materials on her ſpot, at leaſt £,500 
6th, Value of the ta r remai ingler 99th N, ils boll; 
© Leaſe, at een 3,290 
thy Paid by Mr. "Gantt HS sefülting Plöftts. 15 d 
above 18;0091;),duringobis:management,/ 1-71, © 
into Ace e a 51 
8th, ff Mr. G. ede ee I neat 
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"Buy at at t this 3 . ho was as 5 an 
application from more powerful intereſt was made to the 
Lord Chamberlain ; in this I allude to that of his Grace 
the Duke of BE Drox p, and Lord Chor. MONDELY, wand, 
as the Letters on this ſubject have been not only printed 
by Mr. J M but an unfair uſe made of them, I-have , 


thought proper to re-publiſh the correſpondence, with 
the 
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the addition of Lotd CHOLMONDELY's Letter, dated 4th 
of A I 1759, ( See Appendix, No . 10.) © Theſe two 


Hang 


In the interim, for. what reaſon, or at, "hat, inlga- 


tion I have never yet been able to learn, Mr. Gallini 
mentioned to me an offer he had received from Mr. 


Taylor of Jag ſum of "PA in aer of * 
intereſt. 5 «2130133 dnt, 48 8 9713 yo 544g. 208 


Nd muſt own, e e found yl, 1 
thought the propoſition molt ftrange at the moment ; 3 
but at that time though, the, diſappointment, might 


be great, yetthe-loſs could nogbe-conſiflerable. - I there- 


fore reminded Mr. "Galſiti, "that's plan had bern pre- 
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ſented under qur jojne,names to his Majeſty, the ſucceſs 
of which I had great reaſon to hope for; yet if he could 
arrange matters to his advantage, ſo as not by any delay 
to leave me in a diſagreeable ſituation, I ſhould have no 
objection to his coming to an agreement with Mr. * 
lor: and here the moſt unhappy circumſtance of 1 my 


life took place; I mean having ever had any conver- a 


ſation or interview with that Gentleman At the re- 
peated ſolicitation of Mr. Gallini, I met Mr. T Taylor, 
io hear what were his propoſals:\ "He offered to pay kim 
_ toreleaſe al hs demands, [ communicated to/ 
- iv”, Hg 94+ 07 2 7 "Me, 


Mi.  ſubtnittedtoFis VA JESrY, | 
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a 9 © Waverlng arid unfettüed as he had Ever beef, and 


| qu) 
M. Gail, that kb nuff Wir do an Ads Matt Yerdr- 
_ ination u upon the ſubje&; elttier to Accept Mr. Taylor 
| propoſition, or to continite the project he Rad formed.“ 


[ Mien upon any proſpect of immediate galt, he at laſt 


it Was perfes 
Paid Win a Weck, the Arbe ment wyab to be Edniidered 


i reſolved to accept verbally Mr. Taylors propolals, pro- 


vided the money was to be forthetiifig Within 4 week. 
The reaſon for the ſhortneſs of time arofe' from the 


 Herelfity of Builditig, or mating Bite deciſbe _ 


ment for the Enfilihg” SERA." A ffiectinig, in conſe: 

quence, t60Kk pfack in Aützürtz At che my 

Low, in the Tetüple; (DP: O bonrirdr.hdt which 
ely YAderſiodd; Wat if the money was not 


as mere converſation, A formight elapfed, and no mo- 


bey vas produced. I repreſtthed to Mr.'Ghtlini the 


ſituation of the Bfiieſs, apt He” detted his Solicitor, 


: ſeveral tines in my prefence, to ee de comparing al 


matters totally at an end,” 


| wi N & About this tire I Heetved ke that * terma 
| offered thrdilfh the Lord Chamberlain, to His Ma- 


; {ih ; Won: 


1 76 5 if ere Hey to be approved of, as the beft 
l R 191465. {75 ˙—˙ “... : 
Te the the linterelt ils of all partic es. But as the month of 


Auguſt was now juſt ended, al idea of building a new 
. Theatre, 


(A4 7 


2 These, aþalaſt the bert feaſvhi, was totally out of the 
| Miteſtion.,, There was ne place where Operis could be 
 rephvſonced during the approaching Winter, but at the 
mile Thedtfeln the Hay-Market ; I accordingly folicited, 

and through the intereſt of my friends, obtained a Licence 
for Mr, Gallini, for that place. It was now very late in 
e year to engage Performers—Mr. Gallini had not one. 
Wiſhing, therefore, much, to take a more particular view 
of the principal. Theatres on the Continent, I left 
Lenden each in epbemder, and took with the a Com. 
| poſer, from whoſe judgment, and not my own, I made 
ſome engegements for Mr, Gallini.” Paſſing through 
Paris, and viewing ery, thing worth notice in the 


ee line, a_new Theatre in the Palais Royal, 


. juft finiſhing by Monfint Lovis, attrabted my attention. 
And upon this ſubje&t I muſt dwell a little, to Hear to 
the Public a moſt groſs and falſe inſmuation, aſſerted by 


MI. Tayter, but unſupported, even by the authotity 


which he adduces. 

Ik had obferved an excellent conftruRion, by Monfieur 
Mt "Aid: in the roof of his new Theatre, in which, to 
an againſt fire, no timber was employed, a and enger 
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n for men which as an But heafetinn! 


in his, letter, publiſned by Mr. Taylor, inſinuating that 


| his name would ſerve to. procure me the protection of 


ſome, auguſt Perſonages, is too ſtrong a Galliciſm to 
require r ion, for I had left London with the moſt 


flattering nin, of ſucceſs; and after my plan had received 


more than merited approbation, und I had been ho- 
noured with that patronage, in obtaining whieh- the 


name of Mr. Louis was never thought of- mueh leſs” 


neceſſary . E t bas ; ug $4:99b yor 19449 


M. Louis propoſed / to draweme dut a plan; I made 
no objection, for I do ſalemnly declare that; had his 


project anſwered my expectations, I ſhould have adopted 


it in preference to my owẽn. But, on my return from 


Italy, I muſt confeſs I felt myſelf much ſurpriſed to find 
that M. Louis had formed one upon a ſcale nearly as 
large as che Colloſeum at Rome, to which it is ſimilar 


im its farm I could not but admire the great idea that 
cquntry, from the jmmenſity of the delign, , But, with- 


| | Midi t oat real 
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inne 
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. 
yer bod | yaiblich 59 4 I sst T f ni bon: 
real genius, 1 do not dreid cbmparing the plati wine f 
had formed here; and of which the Lord Chramerkalti 


was in poſſeſſion before my" departure, Wirth li which" 


he HAS NOW in Paris: but as my plam has 
liſhed as ſoon as the nature of the work, and my publie 
ogeupation will admit, it will then be in the power of 
the Public to form their opinOn. I had offered M. 
Louis his own price for his drawings, aſter every idea 
of a ney building: was abandoned, but have fiever re- 
ceived any deciſive anſwer; and there are people of the 

firſt oonſequenoe in this country (whoſe: names I muſt 
forbear to mention) who well know that it had always 
been my intention to give M. ee wen 5 
in the work I had projected. n 1354 | 

To ſhew the Public, however, the gun of Mr. 

Taylor's aſſertion, that I had fhewed M. Louis s plant, 
I have ſubjoined in the Appendix, No. 11, ſome original 
papers and atteſtations upon the ſubjeR, truſting 'thar!' 


che bare view of thoſe will be fufficient"to” rembond 
every unfavourable impreſſion hitherto: Abe bar 


the Public opinion. But to return, from 4 very im 
terial ſubject to the Public. 


“On my arrival from the Continent, I found matters 
remained 
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„ 
remained nearly as they were previaug to my dapat bY 
and having'tenewed my applicatian for 2 Patent, I re. 
eciyed intimatiqp; that my plan had met with the Royal = 
epprobationiy on the. 2oth of November, as hejng the | 
moſt " adoantogreys and beneficial far all parties but 


that the ground in Lejcefter Fields muſt firſt he pur- 


chaſed, previous to the grant of a Patent. At this 
ae Car EO OW 
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* nne ee Gas uſed | 36 make the bse ann 
giving the prefercace to the plan for boilding in Lejceter-Fields, the 
Marquis of Saliſbury was influenced by views to his own intereſt, up- 
an the" pteſumptiou, that bis eftate in that neighhourhood wauld be 
confiderably igcreafſed in value, by the byllding the new e r 
ſo near it. 

The truth is, his Lordſhip could nat poſſibly derize. ay bao. 
himſelf; and his tenants were ſo apprehenſive the bringing the Opera 
to Leiceſter-Fields might be a very great detriment to them and their 


property, that they petitioned againſt it. (See Appendix, Nor 32.) 


Mr. Taylor's aſſertion, of his Lordſhip having given Orders to the 


amount of 4ool. in one year, with the infinvation of his having de- 
tixzed a profit to higaſelf from ſuch Orders, is equally deſtitute of truth. 
Mr. Taylor ſays, * this reſerved right, which he unfortunately k knew 3 


85 Lord Saliſbury” s own exerciſe of it, was a detriment to his property, 
in one year, au coolkqueatly os WET IRENE 1 of 


®% nearly.4ool.”? 
It is — his Lordſhip. was - net In office W any be 
Mr. Taylor's management, neither did he ever give any Orders to any 


pert of thy ou parts 1 aud thoſe a ami ge ie 1 


uſage. / 
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of any plan having been formed by Mr. Taylot, of 4 


bther perſon, for building upon the old ſpot; nor was 
he informed of ſuch intention, until Mr. Taylor's let 
ter of the 8th of Detembet, which the Public have 
ſeen, (Cie Appendix; Not 12.) to which his anſwet - 


was, that the Royal mord » was t90 far engaged to Shit 1 


Gallini and O- Reilly to be retrafed, 


. On the 16th of December « xccordingly, bay ty | 


empowered to act as I thought p roper upon the occaſion! 
by Mr. Gallini, I made the agreement for the purchaſo 


of the ground, in. Leiceſter-Fields; for the ſum or 


33 4 


37,580l. on the part of myſelFand Mr. Gallini, 8,000ls 


of which J bound myſelf to pay within a month from 

the date of the ed To this Mr. Gallini n. 

no diſſent . W a 
FThe term of the protiiſed P Publ vin only fot 2 


years, the uſual time, I preſented a Memorial to his 
Majeſty, praying a longer term, which he was pleaſed to 1885 
extend to 31 yeats. Mr. Gallini, viewing the fanours 
able aſpect of affairs, determined to take advantage of my 
precarious ſituation ; and though the terms of the agrees” | 


ment under which we were to act had been many times 


and repeatedly diſcuſſed, yet he now made new demands 


ſo exorbitant in their nature, and ſome exceptions ſo tri- 
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8, oool. of which, were nh te be dich arged, e , = 
to ruin, and with no hope, hut in, the juſtice hy am 2 
nity of his Majeſty. The, Lord, Cha mberlain 70 45 re- 


ſented my fituation, anch bis Majeſty | 2 was ga 275 ouſly 
pleaſed to extend om fh KM t | favour, r, in which it 
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vial tes it ſogn appe ared his intention 
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was to get rid f me as ſoon as he poſſibly could 
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pecting by that means to become ſole poſſeſſor of the 
Patent. After repeated delays and excuſes, he at length 


„ ISS 


poſitively refuſed either to ſign the 7 or alli 
me in the payment of the money I Was | bound for. 


Thus was I left, burthened with u yards of. 3%,0c 900. 


IN 
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Was intended Mr Gallini Gallini ſhould hav: e participated.” 


wat ** 


Mr. Vanburgh 1 with equal indignation at ſuch | 


conduct, agreed to convey the property in the Hay- 
Market to me alone. In conſequence of this protection | 
I made good the payment of the 8, oool. and concluded 


the purchaſe of Leiceſter- Houſe upon the 18th January, | 
1790, two days before which I had entered into an 8 
agreement with the Lord eee, for the proper 
conduct of the Operas.” 

Mr. Gallini, who had, ow, deſerted 1 me, finding his 


i 


ends had not been anſwered, immediately became my 
maoſt violent opponent Mr. 6 aylor took the ad- 


vantage 


. ˙ rr 


| { £0 } 
. of his vexation, and ſeized the opportunity to 


join in 4 genera | oppoſition! to the Great Seal being af 
| "fixed to wy Patent: but previous to the hearings bes 
fore the Chancellor, he obtained poſſeſſion of the 
Ruins, and laid the firſt flone of the new build ing on 
the zd of April, emphatically remarked on afterwards 
by the Lord Chanceltor Cr, as « the foundation for future 
lawſuits.” e bent elde on the 14th of the fame 


month. The Chancellor As At ho time compleitly i in- 
_ the bal anVfates Sting the Theatre, or 
of the 64,0008! to bel ae buntbd for By Mt. Taylor = 
| Wr eh "bis Lordltip upon this obcaſſon, from his 
on. wh owledi, CoftIpared Mr!" Taylor's intereſt. to the 
ce e of a paſſing cl, hach“ I beni ve the Engliſh language 


| would not | have found a ' phil raſe of adequa vate ſignificance, 
had he been ſufficiently my of the TOY Fe 
N int thoſe pages. 


To thoſe who were e preſent at thoſe ne 1 and oy 


: Whether Mr. Taylor, in his late Publication, has not 
= mj miſtated his Lordſhip's language upon this occaſion,” : 
Some months elapſed before the Report was made to 


his Majeſty upon the occaſion, by the Lord Chancellor, 
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during which time, as the building in the Hay:Market 
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tracts; but here again his 
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Throwing myſelf, he cherefre, upon the juige of hip Ma- 
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15 „ and hang there v "3s, 2 ppſhbilicy, of eecting a 
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eatre within the Pantheon, heon the Lord Chamberlain - 
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Was pleaſed to grant me a Licence for that Place; upon 
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the 3oth of June; ; and upon the ſame day gave notice 


to Mr. Gallini, who had applied for another Licence for 
_ the little Theatre, that he would grant him none. Mr. 


Gali who was fill det 1 d to thwart me in all 
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gy undertakings, formed a plan, bg 


| Dancers, and haying accordingly circum cumxented my 
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Agent abroad, he thontly _- made me a Propo 
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through one of his. Solici citors, 10 diſpoſe of thoſe « 60 n- 
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ual trait of exorbitancy 
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marked che  negociation, w ich was in conſe ooo | 
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rejected. Failing on the one . he changed with 
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[= facility to the other, and the 1 concerned in Y 


the undertaking in the Hay-Market- received him 


With open arms; and notwithſtanding the plan of 
Juſtice to the creditors, &c. &c. conſtantly held out 
by Mr, Taylor, he he and his Truſtees, late in the end of 


laſt year, or the beginning of this, entered into an agree- 
ment with Mr. Galini, by which he was permitted te 
receiye the 8,00), inſurance money, ( which belonged 
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to the Cre jtors) * his own bene t, and was pyt inte 
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qt JUITS. 7 117 7 2 


r ee ee ͤ bb 


; . e 5 
"tal poſſeſſion of WEE 4-157 oo 7 without, any 
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check of ec controut Ubätſseber in his accounts, ts, either 7 
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10 His receipts or dilburlements 12 _ he i is to hold that 

'" poſſeſſion quietly, till he ſhall have repaid himſelf a fur 
ther ſum of 8, 500l. allowed to be fin due to hi a 
N e 1 15 ; 


ry here to remark, that theſe Truſteexhad 


"uae cbiiſetited to have the 4431 71. taken out of Chan- 
And the 1, 37 ll. fre Stone and Bos and, together with | 


* "the We F the ai 85 fuffered t the hole to bo 
io g gig. E Bt bem 19fi8 . aſl 
ped gon Gal of op ing the Opera-Houſez, and al- 
18 LOS ON N gy of the artet n 
that the, fund ought ao be applied in pay 

24 their claims, they took no fun to com- 
pal Mr. i. Gallipi to account for the : 3,000l. but ſuffered 
al proceedings 1 to be diſmiſſed |. | 

| : Both Theatres being nearly compleated, feral high 
and diſtinguiſhed Characters, from a wiſh to prevent 
i competition, or that i injury which was apparent to the 
| intereſts of either concern, ſhould each continue to per- 
form, condeſoended to interfere, and, to endeayour tq 
effect 7 a unjon of both intereſts,  Accordipgly, forma} 
meetings were held at Carleton-Houſe and | 


e hien Mr, Hammerſly affert 
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rityof Mr. Taylor, hat every claim affeAingtheold Opera- 
Hauſe was fully paid, or ſatisfied by the arrangements 
made wübin the new Theatre, (except a ſum of 8, 00 l. 
due to Mr, Gallini.) The debt under the Deed of the 
17th of July, 1783, was ſuggeſted ; but denied upon 
the fame authority. To aſcertain the truth, it was di- 
refed, . „ That Mr, Taylor ſhould. make out the title, 
with all its incumbrances; and that it ſhould be re- 


* ferred, to Mr. Madocks and Mr, Pigot, to 2 
F into the transfers, of the Qpera-Houſ e, ſince ce th he pur- 
of; chaſe from Meſſrs, Y ates 180g, Brooke, and er FE o ſtate 
i where the title as, add hat were the incumbrances 
by truſt, gr mortgages. In fine, to g fer if To a clear tit 5 
could be made * a, Purchaſer.” GqHT05 OE) AM 
- A fatement was accordingly produced by Mr. 2 
lor's Solicitor, when the unſatisfied debt appeared to be 
300 000l. beyond the firſt eſtimate of f 00. To the 
+ queſtion put to Meſſrs. Madocks and Pigot for their 
pinion, they returned for anſwer, that, „if all the 
s creditors, and parties who had any claim, eſtate, or 
© intereſt in the old-Qpera-Houſe, united in making a 
2 e 22 a; een de could be made to 
a purchaſer. ns on 
-D_ng — Nr the tale end of the | new 
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building having falles,' and other doubts being enters 
tained as to the ſtability of the Theatre, it was thouglit 
neceſſary that a ſurvey ſhould be taken, as well for the 
public ſatisfaction, as to forward the purpoſed arrange- 
ment. But from the frivolous delays of Mr. Taylor, 
and Mr. Novoſielſki the builder, the ſurvey was not 
made in the manner 'at firſt agreed on, for what reaſon 
' theſe gentlemen Gn bell anſwer. “ „ 
cf ke only hk Hö SARS ftate is, hw far Mr. 
Toer, N Alle as Attends in juſue, to 
"the priority tals or "gag ty "6f "thi aittis; and, admitting 
"that a 1 0 d. Aber ekt debe ſtill remains un- 
l 8 90 HO far His ſurrender of "the Theatre to 
Mr. Gallini — witli the profpeR; held out 
in his arrangement, for the benefit of the creditors. + 
The 12,0001. mortgage is indiſputably the firſt debt, 
of which Mr. Gallini is entitled to one quarter, in pri- 
 ority to the three other parts, which belong to the 
een Suben of an ens ſhares ; for OG 
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Fſhed the latter part, but i in his uſual manner foppreed be f Arte Letters 
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eb ood See hls printed arrangement in the Appendix, No, 16, 
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| the produce of nine Boxes are hid to be 
but it is no where ſtated. how theſe profits are to 


to ſuch of the twenty-four Subſcribers as were Box- 


holders before, was a Box paying for two Subſcribers , 
leſs than it was calculated to contain; ſo that, charg- 
ing thoſe places at 40 guineas a year, for twelve years; | 
the reſult, is 480 guincas, Fay pn of . 


with nine years deter- t to ſuch of thoſe pubs, 


been ö known wo benny ee, 16 
enjoying thoſe advantages, men have ſeen it. 
The next proviſion made is for Mr. George Grant, 
and others: to them the produce of eight Boxes is al- 
lotted for their debt, aſcertained by a Report in Chan- 
cery.— When, and by what 28 80 was that debt aſcer- 


tained? 


Mr. Taylor's Solicitors have ay Rated, Py 1 
whatever claim Mr, George Grant might have had in 


che 16,0001. under the deed of the 17th of March, 

1783, is actually ſuperceded by that of the 17th of 
July following. 0 See Appendix, M. I 7. ) For though 
Mr. Grant, t two years after this ferceding proved 4 


claim 
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be applied for their benefit, for the offer of compenſation T6 


93 


claim, under dle iſt 'of theſe deeds, to '1;2001. yet 


neither he, nor any perſon connected with him, ever 3111 
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proved a a claim to a ſhilling, under the latter of 
ſtruments, though he claims 105000l. o and it tnay ebe 4 
improper to ſtate the origin of this debt. 0 11 
Mr. James Grant was a Weſt-India Merchant, and 
connected with Mr. Taylor in the way of paper credit. | 
Mr. Taylor drew bills of long dates upon him, and, 
on the credit of chat acceptance, oonſiderable ſums were 
raiſed.” For ſome'time the credit was carried on, with 
ne en pertiaps with equal advantage. But 
at length Mr. Grant betame bankrupt, under ae- 
ceptances to a very large amount for Mr. Taylor. The 
perſons in poſſeſſion of theſe bills, were to prove their 
claims under the commiſſion. Mr. Smith, who had 
a Mr. James Sutton, who advitticed near 4, oool. under 
the ſame circumſtances, received a dividend of onlx 
three-pence in the pound. Yet, not many pages 8 15 
we have ſeen Mr. Taylor denying, with much acri- 
awed bis being indebted to ny of the name of Grants j8:1: 
K #7 eee ee To 413 
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. 
To Sir John Lade, whoſe claim alſo (according to Mr. 


0 Faint 


|  Faylor's ſtatement) three Boxes are allotted, for a debt 
_. of 3000. which, having five places each, will produce 
3780. To pay the arrears of the Performers, ſince 


1782, five Boxes are next ſet a- part. By this it ſhould 
appear, that the Performers who ſigned the deed in 
July, 1783, are excluded from all benefit ariſing from 
theſe Boxes, becauſe their engagements were made pre- 
vious to 1782; and while ample proviſion is made for 


the claims of Sir John Lade and Mr. Grant, it ſeems 


extraordinary that thoſe Performers, by whoſe labours 
and induſtry Mr. Taylor had received from 24 to 
26,000]. a year, ſhould receive ſo ſmall a recompence 
for their claims, exceeding Fifteen Thouſand Pounds. 
And if thoſe Boxes are intended to fatisfy the Performers 
unpaid by Mr. Taylor's Truftees, and of whoſe claim 
no account could ever be obtained, is it not evidently a 
hardſhip upon thoſe people engaged before 1782, that 
thoſe who are ſubſequent, in point of time and priority 
to them, ſhould firſt be provided for. 

No proviſion appears for the arrears due to the 
renters, 14,190l.—nor for their rent charges, 1, 580l. 
per year : and yet, allowing theſe proviſions, the Opera- 
Houſe till liable to above 45,0001. principal debt, and 


near 
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ns | 
ear 3;660l.. Uni fl Stock ind for a variety of 
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other 


which perplex the undertaking, it 


is liable to an endleſs number of legal proſecutions, 
which, independent of ” debt, are death ſufficient 


. 


to effect its ruin. 
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